WEEK 6: STEWARDSHIP

	Ref
	Liturgical Text
	Comment

	GATHERING RITE

	Focus
	This final service should be a celebration of all that God has given into our care, and an opportunity to commit ourselves to good stewardship of all creation.
	

	Approach Sentence
	God looked at everything that he had made, and it was very good.
	Genesis 1: 31

	Act of Penitence
	Perhaps this should be one service where the Act of Penitence is included in the Preparation so that focus of the Response to the Proclamation can be on the commitment to be good stewards. 
	

	Collect
	Almighty God, Creator and Lord of all things,

you have provided the vast resources of earth and sea,

and the hidden forces of nature 


brought within our grasp by scientific discovery:

Teach us to recognise your hand in all your works

and to use your gifts wisely and faithfully for the benefit of all humanity

that all may rejoice in your goodness with reverence and thanksgiving;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
	Frank Colquhuon

Adapted

	PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

	First Lesson
	Genesis 1: 24 – 31 
	In the climax to God’s act of Creation, God created humankind in his image, male and female God created them.  And God gave them dominion over all that God had created; and it was so.

	Psalm
	Psalm 8
	The Sovereign Lord has made mortals a little lower than the angels, crowned them with glory and honour, and given them dominion over all that God has made.

	Second Lesson
	1 Peter 4: 7 – 11
	The reminder that Christians are called to be stewards of the grace of God, and that such a calling is one to serve all of creation.  A call to holy living so that God might be glorified.

	Canticle
	Canticle 1
	The Song of David – APB p 341

	Gospel
	Luke 12: 42 – 48 
	The reminder that with the privilege of stewardship over all God’s creation, comes the reminder that we will all be called to account for the way in which we have collectively used or misused what God has given into our care.

	RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

	Intercession
	There should be an equal emphasis on Thanksgiving for God’s Creation, and Commitment to serve as stewards of all that has been given into our care.
	

	Peace Sentence
	Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you have received.
	1 Peter 4:10

	CELEBRATING AT THE TABLE

	Elements
	See notes regarding the elements.  It would be good on this Sunday to have fresh bread baked by non or more members of the congregation to be offered for the Eucharist.
	

	Great Thanksgiving
	One of the two special Eucharistic Prayers included in this material would be most appropriate for this celebration.
	

	Proper Preface
	And now we give you thanks because you have made us stewards of your creation to praise you day by day for the marvels of your wisdom and power.
	

	THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE

	Post Comm sentence
	From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required;

and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.
	Luke 12:48

	Post Communion Prayer

Can replace #87
	Lord of all,

as with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation,

move our hearts to be generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy;

through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all creation.  Amen 
	

	Blessing
	God, whose glory is declared in the heavens,

whose handiwork is proclaimed in the skies,

who speaks through creation;

revive your spirits by his word, 

make you wise by his laws, and

give you joy through his commands;

and the blessing of the Creator God,


the Eternal Father, the Risen Son and the Promised Holy Spirit

bless you that you might be a blessing to others today and always.  Amen
	


