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About this letter Greetings. 
 
I thought I would attempt a regular newsletter addressing 
environmental matters around the diocese and elsewhere.  I hope 
that it will also provide space to share initiatives from the parishes 
which will be of encouragement to us all. 
 
Part of my motivation for this is that that there are so many voices 
out there at the moment and so many concerns that it may be useful 
to filter some of the information through JAEI. Of course this will mean that you will get the JAEI 
view point which may often be limited. I am happy to risk this in the hope of creating 
conversation and debate. I would value your comments and suggestions.  
 
Tim Gray 
 

Copenhagen 
Conference of Parties. 
 

Copenhagen and the Conference of Parties (COP15) has just 
concluded with a generally disappointing outcome. Suspicion and 
fearfulness of personally losing out was apparently a 
characteristic of the conference.  Rowan Williams addresses the 
nature of fear in a sermon he delivered in Copenhagen Cathedral 
during the conference and I have included the link to that sermon 
below. It is worth reading. 
 
The Conference of Parties (COP) are the annual conferences set 
up by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC).  The Kyoto Protocol emerged out of COP3 in 1997 and most of the 
conferences since then have focused on the management and development of that protocol.  
 
 The Copenhagen conference was to come up with a “deal” that would bind the nations of the 
world to new reductions in green house gas emissions that would keep the global average 
temperature increase below 2 degrees Celsius. This agreement is necessary because the 
previous binding targets set out in the Kyoto Protocol expire in 2012. Secondly, the target 
reductions set by Kyoto are now recognized as being grossly inadequate. The accord that was 
eventually signed by 28 countries at Copenhagen including the United States, China and South 
Africa, was a very general commitment to reducing carbon emissions which does no justice to 
the global crisis. Of the over 130 countries that attended the conference most did not sign the 
accord.  The accord does begin a process of funding for developing countries to cope with 
climate change mitigation and adaptation but falls far short of the funding requested by the 
developing nations.  The bottom line is that the developed nations, the main contributors of 
green house gases, have failed dismally to provide the leadership which the world is looking for.  
 

To keep in touch with the process go to the Summit Website  http://en.cop15.dk/ 

 
 

 

http://www.jaei.org.za/
http://en.cop15.dk/
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Archbishop of 
Canterbury preaches in 
Copenhagen Cathedral 

       

  Act for the sake of love:                  
Sunday 13 December 2009 
"We cannot show the right kind of love for our fellow humans unless we also work at 
keeping the earth as a place that is a secure home for all people" said the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, (today) at an international ecumenical service in 
Copenhagen Cathedral, at a midpoint during the critical UN Climate Change talks. 
Dr Williams was invited to preach by the Danish Council of Churches. The service was 
attended by the Queen of Denmark, by ambassadors and by members of international 
delegations attending the Copenhagen climate change negotiations, as well as religious 
leaders. 
In his sermon the Archbishop contrasted fear, which can paralyse, with love, which is the 
liberating and decisive force for change: "In this season of Advent ... We reaffirm our 
conviction and commitment in the name of love; and we say 'don't be afraid' to all who 
stand uncertainly on the edge of decision.  Don't be afraid; act for the sake of love." 
"The deepest religious basis for our commitment to the environment in which God has 

placed us is this recognition that we are called to be, and are enabled to be, the place 
where God's love for the world comes through.  We have to flesh out in our lives that 
fundamental biblical conviction that when God looks on the world he finds it good.  We 
have to show in our lives some echo of the delight God finds in creation". 
"And as we should have learned by now, the truth is that we cannot show the right kind of 
love for our fellow-humans unless we also work at keeping the earth as a place that is a 
secure home for all people and for future generations."   
 

For full text.... http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2673 

 

JAEI signs Acid Mining 
rights petition 

More than 30 environmental organizations and human rights campaigners have united in their 
extreme concern over contaminated water seeping from underground voids of the 
Witwatersrand Mining Basin. For the full statement please go to the JAEI website 

http://www.jaei.org.za/whats_new.html. 
 
 

Lenten Fast TEAR Fund has produced some valuable resources to be used in order reduce your personal or 
community footprint.  They have simple daily suggestions which can be used during Lent 
challenging us spiritually and encouraging us to be more environmentally sensitive.  Here’s a 
snippet from the download. 

  
 

Go to down loads and fact sheets at  www.tearfund.org/Campaigning/Carbon+Fast.htm 
 
 

http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2673
http://www.jaei.org.za/whats_new.html
http://www.tearfund.org/Campaigning/Carbon+Fast.htm
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350.org Several parishes joined the 350.org gathering at the Botanical Gardens in Emmerentia in 
October to draw attention to critical carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere. 350 ppm (parts 
per million) is the level of CO2 in the atmosphere that scientists believe biological life on the 
planet can cope with. The current level stands at 390 ppm.  The various 350.org gatherings 
around the globe met in order to draw attention to this figure as the United Nations met to 
prepare for the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP 15) in December. 

 
Season of Creation St Francis of Assisi, Parkview celebrated their 

patronal festival on October the 4
th

 with a 
Carbon Confessional. Serious “fun” was had as 
individuals and groups “confessed” their carbon 
footprints to Kyla Davis of WELL WORN Theatre 
group.  
 
Please send news of your eco initiatives to 
jaei.info@jaei.org.za  

                

Diocesan 
Environmental Policy 
and green Building 
guidelines 

The JAEI Steering Group is currently working on a diocesan environmental policy and a set of 
Guiding Principles for building projects. The intention is to present the policy document for 
adoption at the diocesan synod in May 2010.  There is still work to be done on the documents 
but hopefully the steering group will be able to circulate draft documents in February for 
reflection and feed back from the diocesan community. 

Bishop’s Tree Planting 
Initiative 

To create environmental awareness and to symbolically draw attention 
to the gift of creation Bishop Brian is planting a tree each time he 
undertakes a pastoral visit. The trees are partly sponsored by donations 
from the JAEI eco breakfasts.  To date 23 parishes have received trees.  

Bishop Geoff Davies  Bishop Geoff Davies was awarded the environmentalist of the 
year award by SAB.  
http://www.anglicanchurchsa.org/view.asp?ItemID=232&
tname=tblComponent1&oname=News&pg=front 
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